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security. In other words, it’s a series of secu-
rity measures that will eventually cause a 
state to come into being. And whether or not 
the wall comes down or not, I can’t predict 
that to you, Steven Lee. I can tell you, 
though, there’s no such thing as a state if 
it’s going to be occupied. In other words, 
when I said contiguous, that means contig-
uous territory that does not—Swiss cheese, 
that it’s—and I thought that’s actually what 
you were referring to with those interior 
roadblocks. 

Q. Thank you. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 1:16 p.m. at 
Nasiriya Guest Palace. In his remarks, the Presi-
dent referred to Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki 
of Iraq; Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA, com-
manding general, Multi-National Force—Iraq; 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Saud al-Faysal bin Abd 
al-Aziz Al Saud and King Abdallah bin Abd al- 
Aziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia; Vice Adm. Kevin 
J. Cosgriff, USN, commander, U.S. Naval Forces 
Central Command, U.S. 5th Fleet, and Combined 
Maritime Forces; and Capt. Jeffery James, USN, 
commanding officer, USS Hopper. A reporter re-
ferred to radio personality Don Imus; and King 
Hamad bin Isa al-Khalifa of Bahrain. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content of this 
interview. 

Remarks Prior to a Discussion With 
Saudi Entrepreneurs in Riyadh 
January 15, 2008 

I’m George W. Bush, President of the 
United States. [Laughter] Thank you all for 
joining us. Ambassador, thanks for setting 
this up. It’s important for the President to 
hear thoughts, hopes, dreams, aspirations, 
concerns from folks that are out making a 
living. And I really appreciate you taking time 
out of your day to come and visit with me. 
I’m looking forward to hearing your thoughts. 

One thing is for certain: The United States 
benefits when people come to my country. 
And one of my concerns was, after Sep-
tember the 11th, that our visa policy, particu-
larly for Saudis, was tightened to the point 
where we missed opportunity to show young 
and old alike what our country is really about. 
I love the fact that some of you were edu-
cated in America. I think you’ll find you got 
a good education there, but more impor-

tantly, Americans get to see you, and you get 
to see them. And the best way to achieve 
better understanding in the world is for folks 
just to get together and get to understand 
that we share the same God; we share the 
same aspirations for children and for our fu-
tures. 

And so this is an important visit for me. 
I’m thrilled to be in the Kingdom. I have— 
I’ve got very close relations with His Majesty. 
We had a good visit last night on a variety 
of subjects. We talked about Palestinian 
peace; we talked about the security issues of 
the region. I talked to the Ambassador and 
will again talk to His Majesty tonight about 
the fact that oil prices are very high, which 
is tough on our economy, and that I would 
hope, as OPEC considers different produc-
tion levels, that they understand that if 
their—one of their biggest consumers’ econ-
omy suffers, it will mean less purchases, less 
oil and gas sold. 

And so we’ve got a lot of things to talk 
about, but I want to assure you it’s from the 
spirit of friendship. And the hospitality last 
night was warm and the conversation was ex-
cellent, just like this one is going to be. 

So I want to thank you for coming. I appre-
ciate your time. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:51 p.m. at the 
U.S. Embassy. In his remarks, he referred to U.S. 
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia Ford M. Fraker; and 
King Abdallah bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud of Saudi 
Arabia. 

Memorandum on Presidential 
Exemption from the Coastal Zone 
Management Act 

January 15, 2008 

Memorandum for the Secretary of Defense 
and the Secretary of Commerce 

Subject: Presidential Exemption from the 
Coastal Zone Management Act 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States, including section 
1456(c)(1)(B) of title 16, United States Code, 
and to ensure effective and timely training 
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of the United States naval forces in anti-sub-
marine warfare using mid-frequency active 
sonar: 

I hereby exempt from compliance with the 
requirements of section 1456(c)(1)(A) of title 
16 (section 307(c)(1)(A) of the Coastal Zone 
Management Act) those elements of the De-
partment of the Navy’s anti-submarine war-
fare training during Southern California Op-
erating Area Composite Training Unit Exer-
cises (COMPTUEX) and Joint Task Force 
Exercises (JTFEX) involving the use of mid- 
frequency active sonar. These exercises are 
more fully described in the Environmental 
Assessment/Overseas Environmental Assess-
ment prepared for the Commander, United 
States Pacific Fleet, dated February 2007. 

On January 3, 2008, as modified on Janu-
ary 10, 2008, the United States District Court 
for the Central District of California deter-
mined that the Navy’s use of mid-frequency 
active sonar was not in compliance with sec-
tion 1456(c)(1)(A), and issued an order that 
is appealable under section 1291 or 1292 of 
title 28, United States Code. On January 11, 
2008, the Secretary of Commerce made a 
written request that the Navy be exempted 
from compliance with section 1456(c)(1)(A) 
in its use of mid-frequency active sonar dur-
ing COMPTUEX and JTFEX. As part of that 
request, the Secretary of Commerce certified 
that mediation under section 1456(h) is not 
likely to result in the Navy’s compliance with 
section 1456(c)(1)(A). 

I hereby determine that the COMPTUEX 
and JTFEX, including the use of mid-fre-
quency active sonar in these exercises, are 
in the paramount interest of the United 
States. Compliance with section 
1456(c)(1)(A) would undermine the Navy’s 
ability to conduct realistic training exercises 
that are necessary to ensure the combat ef-
fectiveness of carrier and expeditionary strike 
groups. This exemption will enable the Navy 
to train effectively and to certify carrier and 
expeditionary strike groups for deployment 
in support of world-wide operational and 
combat activities, which are essential to na-
tional security. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on January 16. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
President Mohamed Hosni Mubarak 
of Egypt in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt 
January 16, 2008 

President Mubarak. I’d like to welcome 
President Bush here in Egypt and, particu-
larly, in Sharm el-Sheikh City. It is the City 
of Peace. 

We briefed Mr. Bush—he briefed us on 
the outcome of his visits in the region, and 
we had very important consultations, which 
dealt with the security situation now and bi-
lateral and mutual efforts for the sake of 
peace, security, and stability in the Middle 
East. 

I emphasized through our consultations 
the Egyptian situation, underscoring and 
supporting peace and our aspirations that 
Mr. Bush follows up the negotiations be-
tween both the Israeli and Palestinian sides, 
and I also said that I wish to reach a peace 
agreement before the end of his term. I em-
phasized that the Palestinian question, of 
course, is the core of problems and conflict 
in the Middle East, and it is the entry to 
contain the crises and tension in the region 
and the best means to face what’s going on 
in the world and our region—I mean by that, 
the escalation of violence, extremism, and 
terrorism. 

I also underscored the strategic impor-
tance we focus on here in Egypt, that the 
Gulf—its peoples, sisterly peoples and states, 
they are part and parcel of the national secu-
rity of Egypt, the security of the Middle East, 
and the world. The Egyptian-American rela-
tions actually have been very important, and 
this importance has been getting more im-
portant. And this importance addressed the 
interests of both people in all the region and 
issues in the Middle East. 

Our consultations today showed that we 
believe and understand the mutual interests 
of both sides in continuing our dialog and 
consultations—and I mean by that, strategic 
consultations—for the sake of the peace, se-
curity, and stability of the Middle East and 
the development of its states and the pros-
perity of its people. I also emphasized that 
we in Egypt, we are keen on supporting 
peace efforts; that we’re ready, hand in hand 
with the United States of America and the 
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